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SCHEME FEATURE

1. GENERAL

1.1 Name of scheme

1.2 Website

1.3 Scheme owner details

1.4 General objective

DESCRIPTION

The scheme is generally referred to as ‘RSB’.
Full name is: Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials (formerly known as Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels).

General website of RSB: www.rsb.org; 
Website of the RSB Services Foundation: www.rsbservices.org

The Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials Association is registered as a non-profit association under Swiss law.

RSB has defined its mission as follows:
• To provide and promote the global standard for socially, environmentally and economically sustainable production and conversion

of biomass;
• To provide a global platform for multi-stakeholder dialogue and consensus building;
• To ensure that users and producers have access to credible, practical and affordable certification;
• To support continuous improvement through application of the standard.

HANDBOOK SUSTAINABIL ITY  CERTIF IC ATION OF SOLID  B IOMASS FOR ENERGY PRODUCTION

Module 350: Factsheet RSB    (Version – November 2013)

Factsheet RSB

This factsheet aims to provide accessible and factual information on the RSB scheme. The information has been reviewed by Sébastien Haye, Standards Director of the RSB. This

factsheet presents the actual status of the scheme in August 2013. For more detailed information on the scheme, the reader may visit the website of the certification scheme

(www.rsb.org) or contact the scheme owner (info@rsb.org). 

Disclaimer: the information contained in this factsheet is for informational purpose only and cannot be used in replacement of the official RSB standards and procedures.  
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1.5 Scheme governance

2. THE STANDARD

2.1 Types of biomass covered

2.2 Geographic coverage

2.3 Chain coverage

The Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials is governed by an Assembly of Delegates and a Board of Directors elected from the seven
stakeholder Chambers. Each Chamber may elect up to three Delegates to the Assembly and has one Director seating on the Board. As
per the Articles of Association, the Assembly of Delegates elects the Board of Directors (candidates are nominated by Chambers) and
financial auditors, decides upon the articles of association, decides upon membership rights and duties, and approves the development
and modification of standards. The Board of Directors is responsible for the management of the Association and has all the powers
necessary to realize its objects.

The RSB Secretariat is based in Geneva, Switzerland.

The RSB also convenes Expert Groups made up of RSB members and outside experts to study certain issues (e.g. GHG accounting,
indirect impacts, implementation, etc). Expert Groups remain active until the specific issue has been adequately addressed, at which
point they are deactivated.
The full Articles of Association are available at http://rsb.org/about/organization/rsb-members/

In January 2012, the RSB Services Foundation was established as a United States based non-profit organization charged with
implementing the RSB certification scheme and managing a broad range of activities on behalf of the RSB Standards Body. These
include the certification process and oversight of licensing and use of the trademark. RSB Services Foundation also develops and
manages the tools that facilitate the global adoption of the RSB standard. In August 2013, Accreditation Services International (ASI)
became the official accreditation body of the RSB.

Solid, liquid and gaseous biomass from all types of origin, including wastes & residues, and all its derived products (e.g. biofuels,
biochemical, textiles, food additives).
Note: RSB started as the ‘Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels’. In November 2010, the scope of its vision and mission was broadened to
“biomass” and on March 18, 2013, it changed its name to the ‘Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials’, with the intention of also
covering other biomass-derived products (than biofuels only). Currently, certification of biomaterials is based on the RSB Standard for
Certification of Bio-product (RSB-STD-02-001) describing how to transpose the generic RSB Standard for biofuels in the context of
other bio-based products. In 2013 and 2014, most of the RSB Standard will be updated to replace “biofuels” by “biomaterials” and add
specific requirements wherever needed. In the meantime, RSB will consult with key stakeholders on specific aspects such as greenhouse
gas accounting or chain-of-custody for bio-based products. 

Global

Biomass production (incl. cultivation), processing, conversion into biomaterials, transport up to and including final application/end use.
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2.4 Sustainability criteria covered

2.5 Chain of custody standard

2.6 National standards & interpretations

The RSB standard covers environmental, social and economic criteria, organized under 12 main Principles:
1. Legality (national and international laws and regulations);
2. Planning, monitoring and continuous improvement (transparent and consultative impact assessment, free prior and informed

consent, and economic viability);
3. Greenhouse gas emissions 
4. Human and labour rights;
5. Rural and social development
6. Local food security (direct impacts);
7. Conservation (conserve and protect important conservation values, ecosystem services and functions);
8. Conserve and protect soil;
9. Conserve and protect water;
10. Conserve and protect air;
11. Responsible use of technology, inputs, management of waste (risks, chemicals, waste);
12. Land rights (respect land rights and land use rights).

To guide operators throughout the process of compliance with RSB sustainability criteria, the RSB develops and maintains guidance
documents, guidelines and other user-friendly tools. It is also working on a specific adaptation of the certification process for
smallholders.

Biomass and its derivatives (incl. biofuels, bioplastics, etc.) shall be traceable throughout the complete supply chain (from production
to and including end use). RSB has developed four standards for four different chain of custody models:
• Identity of product preserved chain of custody standard;
• Segregation of product chain of custody standard;
• Mass balance of product chain of custody standard;
• Content ratio accounting of product chain of custody standard.

Any operator legally or physically controlling biomass at any point in the supply chain, needs to be certified against the RSB chain-of-
custody requirements.

RSB have developed procedures for interpretations of the generic RSB Principles & Criteria, i.e. requirements which stakeholders have to
follow when adapting RSB Principles & Criteria to:
• Crop-specific conditions
• Geographic conditions;
• Biomass production standards (benchmarking).

An adaptation process starts with a needs assessment done by an entity with demonstrated interest in the specific conditions.
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2.7 Provisions for waste & residues The RSB has defined specific compliance and certification processes for biofuels based on end-of-life products (e.g. municipal solid
waste), by-products (e.g. animal fats or cereal straws) or residues (‘RSB policy for certification of biofuels based on by-products and
residues’ and ‘RSB policy for certification of biofuels based on end-of-life products and wastewater’).

The ‘RSB policy for certification of biofuels based on end-of-life products and wastewater’ is applicable to ‘municipal solid waste’, used
cooking oil and wastewater. For the purpose of RSB certification, municipal solid waste is defined as:
• Domestic waste and comparable commercial waste, including fractions thereof;
• Green waste;
• Construction and demolition waste.

For the purpose of RSB certification, a fuel  made out of solid municipal waste is considered a biofuel if:
• At least 50% of all carbon in the material is of biological origin;
• Recyclable materials have been reclaimed prior to the production of the fuel

The ‘RSB policy for certification of biofuels based on by-products and residues’ defines by-products and residues in general as:
‘secondary products from agriculture/forestry/livestock/meat/poultry/fish/food production and processing, as well as certain industrial
processes’. 
Chapter 2 of this document specifies a limitative list of biomass categories which are considered to be by-products or residues. For
some biomass categories the list all specifies certain conditions that need to be fulfilled in order to be eligible for RSB certification. In
particular the category by-products and residues from agriculture’ are of importance:
• Harvest residues only classify as residue if the producer complies with RSB Criterion 8, i.e. that the soil quality does not deteriorate,

or improves;
• Residues from the processing of agricultural products do only classify as residue if the quality is insufficient for use in food

processing, or in other applications.
• Forestry residues need to come from certified origin (FSC or equivalent)
• Palm oil residues need to come from certified origin (SAN or RSPO)
• Animal fats need to come from slaughterhouses or rendering units located in a country where laws on humane treatment of

animals and environmental protection are enforced.

Whenever EU Member States implement additional rules on waste and residues (e.g. on the origin of feedstock), the RSB will issue
specific guidance to operators.
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3. CERTIFICATION
REQUIREMENTS

3.1 General

3.2 Audit process requirements
(including stakeholder consultation) 

RSB has two sets of standards against which operators might get certified:
• The RSB Consolidated EU RED Standards (for transport biofuels in the EU)
• The RSB Global Standards (for other geographic regions).
As of March 18, 2013, the RSB has a specific standard for certification of bio-products other than biofuels (RSB-STD-02-001), which is
applicable worldwide.

The following graphic presentation, taken from www.rsb.org describes the RSB certification process. More details can be found on the
website.
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3.3 Certification Body and Auditor
requirements 

3.4 Minimum level of assurance

3.5 Costs of certification

4. OTHER ASPECTS

4.1 Track record

4.2 Stakeholder perception

4.3 Availability of help desk, tools &
guidance

Certification bodies shall hold and maintain accreditation to ISO/IEC Guide 62, ISO/IEC Guide 65, ISO/IEC Guide 66, ISO 14065 and
ISO 4064-3 or equivalent by an independent accreditation body which is either member of the ISEAL or the IAF.
Certification bodies must be accredited through the official RSB accreditation process. Since August 2013, the RSB accreditation
process is being implemented and monitored by Accreditation Services International (ASI).
To date, three certification bodies have been accredited by RSB.

RSB document RSB-STD-70-002 specifies requirements for audit teams and for individual auditors.
RSB audits shall be carried out by a team comprising of local and international auditors, qualified for the particular type of evaluation,
and, in certain context determined by the operator’s risk class, including at least one person with social impacts expertise or
environmental impacts expertise.

The RSB assurance system is based on a risk approach. Operators with higher risk classes undergo audits more frequently and with a
larger auditing team. Risk classes are calculated out of many risk factors, which take the general context of operations as well as the
complexity of supply chains into account. More details about the RSB Risk Management Standard (RSB-STD-60-001) can be found on
the RSB website.

The RSB assurance scheme is aligned with best practices and should be evaluated shortly for compliance with ISEAL Assurance Code.
Requirements for accreditation bodies and certification bodies (see above) are available on the RSB website.

Certification costs comprise three elements: 1) compliance cost (i.e. the investment needed from the operators to upgrade its operation
to the level of performance required by the RSB Standard; 2) certification cost, which depends on the location of the operator and risk
class (i.e. travel and working time of auditors); and 3) licensing cost, which depends on the size and nature of the operators. The specific
licensing costs can be obtained by contacting info@rsbservices.org 

As of July 2013, RSB have issued 7 certificates for operations on 5 continents, including waste and residues (in particular used cooking
oil), sugar cane and jatropha).

RSB is generally considered as a very thorough and credible scheme. This is also attributable to the multi-stakeholder based approach
which RSB follows in its standard-setting and standard-review processes, as illustrated by its member status at the ISEAL Alliance
(www.isealalliance.org).

- RSB have published a number of ‘guidance documents’ and guidelines on its website which help operators and other stakeholders to
understand the RSB scheme and standard requirements better;

- RSB’s contact details are available on the website. There is a dedicated digital form to submit questions/messages to the RSB Secretariat.
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4.4 Recognition of other schemes

5. REFERENCES USED FOR THIS
FACTSHEET 

- All RSB documents, including standards, procedures and meeting reports, are available on the website or upon request at no cost.

RSB aims to collaborate with other certification schemes for the best interest of economic operators. It has established simplified audit
processes for operators certified by other schemes, who are willing to acquire RSB certification. Currently, the following schemes have
been recognized by RSB:
• Sustainable Agriculture Network (SAN);
• Forest Stewardship Council (FSC).

In addition, an RSB-certified operator using material certified by another EU-recognised scheme may attach an on-product “EU-
compliant” claim. However, no “RSB-compliant” claim can be used in such case.

- www.rsb.org and relevant scheme documentation included on this website;
- NL Agency (2011). How to select a biomass certification scheme? Utrecht (the Netherlands), May 2011;
- Personal communication with Mr Sébastien Haye, standards director of RSB.


